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w 9 Cp: vii. 34. 


Aut ſhe that is married careth for the 


things of the world, how ſhe may pleaſe her 
Husban . * 


EHE word Careth in the origi- 
nal ſignifieth more than ordinary 

x care, and implies a dividing of 
the mind into divers thoughts, 
caſting this way, and that way, 

and every way, how to give beſt content; 
finding no other verbal difficulties, I ſhall 
leave words, and paſs to things, and ſhall 


lay the foundation of my Diſcourſe in this 


propoſition. 

It is a Duty incumbent on all Married Wo. 
men, to be extraordinary careful to content and 
pleaſe their Husbands. 

From which Doctrine J ſhall take occaſi- 
on faithfully to repreſent the Duty of Mar- 
ried Women to their Husbands. 


A3 Obj. And 


I © ES 


33d Verſe, which ſaith, Bat he that is mar- 
ried careth for the things that are of the world, 
bow he may pleaſe his Wife, and have taken 
occaſion from hence to have told Married 
Men their Duty to their Wives? Or, if we 
muſt be told our Duty, why could you 
not have come to a compoſition with us, 
and have brought our Husbands in to have 
ſhared with us? 

Anſw. Truly I foreſaw not only theſe, but 
a whole. lliad of Female Objections would 
be ſtarted againſt my Deſign; but if reaſon 


may take place, I hope I am able to ſilence 


them all. And here amongſt the many rea- 

ſons which might be produced to juſtihe 

my attempt, I ſhall only offer to your con- 
eration theſe few. 


Firft, Becauſe the Woman's Duty is 
harder and more diſhcult than that of the 
Man : Precepts for ruling and governing 
are more taking, and have a more pleaſing 
rel ſn, than thoſe which enjoyn ſubjection 
and cb:dience: You Women will acknow- 
ledge that Men can learn to command and 
rule faſt enough, which, as Husbands, they 
ought to do: But 'ti; very rare to find that 
Women learn ſo faſt to ſubmit and obey, 
which, as Wives, they are oblig'd to do: 

F 


05 And why fo may the Women ſay, 
why could not you have pitch'd upon the 


I 
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Women have need of Line upon Line, Pre- 
cept upon Precept, here à little, and there 4 
little; and all little enough to make them 
perfect ia their Leſſon. 


| Secondly, Becauſe Women are of weaker 
capacities to learn than Men, and therefore 
when they have a hard and diftiult Leſſon, 
and but weak abilities to learn it, they had 


need have more help and aſſiſtance afforded 
them; and ſo it behoves us not only to 
tell them their Duty in conjunction with 
their Husbands, but alſo to teach them 
{ingly and by themſelves. 


Thirdly, Becauſe that (according to the 
obſervation which I have made) moſt of 
thoſe diſtractions and diſturbances which 
have attended, a married life, and that 
have brought ſo much reproach and diſ- 
grace on that honourable ſtate, are owing 
to the indiſcretion and folly, if not to the 
obſtinacy and ſtubbornneſs of diſobedient 
Wives, and I ſhall not ſcruple to affirm 
that the number of thoſe bad Husbands, 
Which their Wives have made ſo, is great- 
er by far than the number of thoſe whom 


their Wives have found ſo when they were 
h:{ married. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Becauſe the Love of a Husband 
ddes very much depend upon the Obedi- 
ence of a Wife: ſtubbornneſs and obſtinacy 
in a Wife, may check and quench the af. 


fections of an Husband, but are no proper 
methods to kindle and inflame them. 


When the Wife becomes pliant and yield- 
ing to her Husband's will and defire, ſne 
then leads him captive at her pleaſure, and 
leaves him ſo faſt bound in the Golden 
Fetters of Love, that ſhe may even do with 
him what ſhe pleaſ's; An obedient Wife 


(ſays one) is the likelieft Woman in the world 


to command her Husband. So that in plain 


terms, you are more afraid than hurt, .and 


inſtead of being ſo ſcrupulous of having 


your Duty told you, you ſhould uſe your 
utmoſt diligence to learn and practiſe it, if 
ever yon mean to have your Husbands lov- 
ing and kind to you. 


Fifthly, Becauſe that all that I pretend to 
is to lay your Duty before you, and ſhall 
I therefore become your enemy, becauſe I 
am come to tell you the truth? As for good 
Wives; the knowledge and practice of 
their Duty is ſo comfortable and pleaſant 


to them, that I am ſure they are not liſted 


in the number of theſe objectors, and I 
wiſh, that where there is one of theſe, 
there were a thouſand ; as for bad ones, I 

am 
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1 
am ſure they have need of being told their 
Duty more than a little, and of this ſort 
1 wiſh there were none at all, and if by 
my poor endeavours in this Diſcourſe J 
can but be inſtrumental either of leſſening 
their number, or of preventing their in- 
creaſe, I ſhall obtain my end. Under the 
ſhelter of theſe Reaſons I ſhall adventure, 
in the face of all objections, to purſue my 
deſign, which is to proſecute this Doctrine, 


iz. That tit a Duty incumbent on all Mar- 


ried Women, to be extraordinary careful to con- 


tent and pleaſe their HUSBANDS, which 


I ſhall do in this method. 
I. Prove it by reaſon and argument. 
II. Shew how and which way Married 


Women muſt endeavour to pleaſe 
their Husbands. 


III. Make ſome improvement of it. 
The reaſon of the doctrine are ſuch as theſe, 
Firſt, Becauſe Woman was made for 
the comfort and benefit of Man, 1 Cor. xi. 
9. Neither was Man created for the Woman, 
but the Woman for the May. The great end 
of her creation (next to the glory of God) 
was, that ſhe might be ſerviceable and 
helpful unto Man; and therefore you find, 
when the wiſe Creator was about to make 
the Woman, he aſſigns this very reaſon for 
it, Gen. ii. 18. And the Lord God ſaid, it is 
not good that the man ſhould be alone; I will 
I make an hulp meet for him, 
| hens a B Now, 


10 2 
Now, if the Woman owes her Being to 
the comfort and profit of Man. tis highly 
reaſonable that ſhe ſhould be very careful 
and diligent to content and pleaſe him, o- 
therwiſe ſhe doth wickedly pervert the end 
of her creation. 

Secondly, Becauſe by the Woman's occa- 
ſion the Man was ruin'd and undone, 
1 Tm. ii. 14. And Adam was not decerved, 
the woman being decerved, was in the tranſ- 
greſſion. That is, Adam was not at firſt de- 
ceived immediately by the Serpent, but on- 


ly enticed and deceived by the Woman, wo 


was the tempter's agent, ſo as that ſhe was 
both firſt in the tranſgreſſion, in order of 
time, and alſo the principal in contributing 


to the ſeducton of the Man; therefore tis 


but fit and juſt, that ſhe who hath been 


greatly inſtrumental of ſo much miſchief | 


and miſery to Man, ſhould be actively en- 
gaged to pleaſe and comfort him. And in- 


deed we find that God impoſed this task 


upon her as a puniſhment for ſeducing het 
Husband, Gen iii. 16,-—— And thy deſise 


ſhall be to thy Husband, and he ſhall rule over 


thee. Wherein is implied, not only ſub- 


jection to him in obeying his commands, 
but it reacheth farther to the bringing un. | 
der unto him the very delires of her heart 
to be regulated by him fo far, that it ihould 
not he lawful for her to will or deſire what 
ſhe herſelf liked, but only what her 805 

| and 


r 

| band ſhould approve and allow ; even be- 
| fore the Fall, the will of the Husband was 
| to have been the Woman's Directory, as is 
. evident from the foregoing reaſon, her com- 
| pliance with which had been eaſie and plea- 

ſant; but ſince the Fall Man is gfown more 
p humourſome, and hard to be pleaſed, and 
2 Woman leſs able and willing to do it, which 
, being ſo thro' her own means, it was but 
ſ- juſt and righteous with God to impoſe a 
* work upon her, which ſhe herſelf made ſo 
hard and difficult; and therefore tis not 
o the Woman's pleading, that her Husband 
as is hard to be pleaſed, that will excuſe her 
of negligence herein: This may indeed be a 
13 Memento to her of her original guilt, but it 
15 will by no means excuſe her from the per- 
en I formance of her preſent Duty; nay, rather 
ef it ſhould be a motive of her greateſt dili- 
N- JF gence. Man in his innocency had nothing 
in- of moroſity and ſowerneſs in his nature, but 
SK had all that affability and ſweetneſs of tem. 
er per as render'd him highly endearing to his 
Yoke-fellow : he was then ſo kind and good- 
humour'd, that he required nothing at her 
hands, but what ſhe could perform with 


ds, delight and eaſe ; all his commands were ſo 
un- full of charm, that the Woman muſt firſt 
art have offer'd violence to her own inclinati- 
uld ons, before that ſhe could have been able 


Ito have reſized them. 
ul, He rul d, and ſhe obey d, yet ſhe 
Did in obeying, rule as well as be. Un- 
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Until that fatal hour came, when the 
Woman ſeduced her Husband from his in- 
nocency 3 and then the nature of Man was 
ſadly changed, his temper grew harſh and 
ſevere, and his humours became trouble- 
{ome and tedious; ſo that the pleaſing of 
him 1s now become a buſineſs that requires 


a great deal of art and skill,of diligence and 


induſtry ; and ſhe that is married divides 
her mind into divers thoughts, caſts about 
every way, and uſeth variety of methods to 
pleaſe her Husband ; and this I believe is an 
experienc'd truth with moſt Women; which 
if it be, you may thank your Mother Eve 
for it, who when ſhe had gotten a good- 
natur'd and loving Husband, that was eaſie 
to be pleaſed, could not then be contented, 
but muſt try practices with him, till ſhe had 
ſpoil'd him, which proved fatal not only 


to her, but her daughters alſo, who, if they 
will have Husbands, and have them good 
too, muſt take a great deal of care and pains | 


to make them ſo. | 


Thirdly, Becauſe upon the doing or neg- 
lecting of this the happineſs or miſery of a 
marrisd life doth depend. A good Wife (lays 
one) ſhould be lihe a mirrour, which hath no 
image of its own, but receives its ſtamp aud 
image from the face that looks into it: ſo ſhonld 
a good Wife endeavour to frame her outward 
dep wiment and her iumard affections according 
0 ber Husband t; to rejoice when he rejoiceth, | 
10 


. 
to be ſad when he mourns, to grieve and be 
troubled when be is offeuded and vexed. And 
would Women thus endeavour to do, they 
would not only content and pleaſe their 
Husbands, but they would thereby open a 
way for the obtaining of their Husbands 
what they themſelves do will and deſire; 
ſuch Wives may be ſooner tir'd in making 
their requeſts, than their Husbands would 
be in granting them, and their Husbands 
would think they could never do enough 
to gratifie and oblige them; and where 
matters are thus carried between Husband 
and Wife, the one ſubmiſſive and obedient, 
the other reſpectful and kind, how happily ! 
how comfortably do.they ſpend their days ! 
But when the Wife ſhall a& the reverſe of 
this, and inſtead of being careful to oblige 
and pleaſe her Husband, ſhall upon every 
little occaſion pout and lour, frown and 
fume, rail at and wrangle with him,making 
the houſe too hot to hold him, if the Huſ- 
band be of a rugged and reſolute temper, 


„ Rand will retaliate the affronts that are offer*d 


him, I know no place in the world ſo like 
Hell, as that houſe wherein they dwell z but 
if the Husband be of a meek and patient 
I temper,the carriage and deportment of ſuch 
ga Wife, tho' it cannot provoke him to vent 

his paſſion in ſuch a ſtormy and tempeſtuous 
manner, yet it gives him thoſe inward 
J wounds of ſpirit as make his life ſhort and 
aa” 


11 
miſerable, The contentions of a Wife are a 
continual dropping , ſays the wiſe man, 
Prov. xix. 13. And, faith Biſhop Hopkins 
on the place, It is ſuch a dropping, as will 
at laſt eat and fret thro' his very heart, tho it 
were made of ſtone. One of the beſt miniſters 
that ever I knew for piety, learning and good- 
nature, famous for learned Traits, (ſaith 
a late Writer) had a hard name becauſe of his 
Wife's complaints; he would ſay all was a little 
domeſtic tall; but that domeſtic tall broke his 
heart, that before he died he ſaid, God hath 
bleſſed me with ſome parts, that I now begin to 
be uſeful in the world, and muſt I now goout of 
the world thro the humour of a Woman; and 
many, ſaith he, die of the ſame diſeaſe. All 
evils, as elements, are moſt troubleſome out h 
of their proper places; as, prophaneneſs in 
Miniſters, whoſe work it is to beat it down; 
injuſtice in Judges, whoſe office it is to con- IF, 
demn it; and diſcomfort in a Wife, who 
was made to be a comfort to her conſort: 
'Twas this that gave riſe to the Proverb of 
Solomon, Prov. xxi. 9. 'Tis better to dwell in 
4 corner of the houſe top, than with a brawling | 
woman in a wide houſe. Tis much more de- 
fireable to live poorly and ſolitarily in the 
open air, expoſed to all the injuries of the 
weather, nay, to be thruſt into a little cor- | 
ner on the top of the houſe, than to have a 
ſpacious habitation and numerous family 
govern'd by a contentious Wife,whoſe per- 
N 5 petual 
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petual ſcolding and brawling within doors, 
upon the leaſt occaſion; is more intolerable 
than the thunder and lightning and bluſt- 
ring winds, which may moleſt him without: 
'Tis great pity (ſays the pious and ingenious 


Mr. Swynnock) that the tongues of ſuch Shrows 
have not as many bliſters as their jaws have 
teeth, and tit never better with thier Huf 
bands than when they are hoarſe. To conclude 
this head, whilſt the good Wife that is care- 
ful to oblige her Husband, makes both him 
and herſelf happy, the imperious, clamorous, 


Jand turbulent Wife, that at every word 


ſpits paſſion and poiſon, is a torment and 
vexation to herſelf, and a pernicious plague 
to her Husband. | | 

II. I come now in the ſecond place to ſhew - 
how and which way Married Women mult 
endeayour to pleaſe their Husbands. 

And here there are three things which 


they ought to do, 


1. To Love 


2. To Honour them, 
3. To Obey 


All which you do ſolemnly covenant 


and engage before God, Angels and Men, 
$ when your nuptial rites are perform'd. IL. 
have heard ſome Women ſay indeed that 
they never did nor would ſay thoſe words 
after the miniſter, but I think then that 
TS thoſe miniſters were very remiſs in their 
office, and had I been to have officiated, 


thoſe 


5 1 
thoſe Women ſhould have been content to 
have ſtaid for Husbands till they had been 
willing to have ſpoken out Love, Honour and 
Obey; which are Duties, the performance 
of which is abſolutely neceſſary to maintain 
both the honour and happineſs of a married 
ſtate, and is the only proper method that 
Women can take to pleaſe their Husbands, 


us I ſhall ſhew more particularly. 


Firſt, Every Married Woman in order to 
pleaſe her Husband, ought to Love him. 
Let every Woman love her Husband as the 
chiefeſt and beſt for her of ten thouſands, 
for whoſe ſake ſhe can forget her own peo- 
ple, and her father's family, with whoſe 
company and converſe ſhe can be content- 
ed and pleaſed, ſhould all the world beſides 
be annihilated; and tho' even nature does 
teach a Woman to love her Husband, yet 
God does alſo enjoyn it, Tit. 1i. 4. That they 


may teach the young women to be ſober, to love 
their husbands, &c. Partly (ſays one) be- | 


cauſe ſome Women have put off nature, and 
are become wild, without natural aſfection, and 
partly becauſe God would have the Wife's Love 
to her Husband to proceed not ſo much from 


an inſtinct of nature, as from obedience to ſcrip- | 
ture. And the Apoſtle conſiders this precept 


to young Women too, thereby ſuggeſting | 
to us, that 'tis the Duty of a Woman new- | 
ly married eſpecially,to uſe all means to en- 


dear her Husband to herſelf, and herſelf to 
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her Husband; and carefully to avoid all 
occaſians of differences with her Husband 
at her firſt entrance into that State; agree- 
able to which I remember Plutarch amongſt 


his Conjugal Precepts hath this for one, viz. 


That it behoves thoſe people that are newly 
married to avoid the Fi 


rſt occaſion of diſcor 
and diſſention, conſidering that veſſels newly 
formed are ſubject to be bs 

ſbape by many ſlight accedents, but when the 
materials come to be ſettled and hardned by 
time, nor fire, nor ſword, will hardly prejudice 
the ſolid ſabſtance. Tis a common but fool- 
iſh practice of young Women, during the 
time of courtſhip, to uſe all the arts and 


methods they can contrive or deviſe to 


charm their Lovers, and captivate the af- 
fections of thoſe who make their addreſſes 
to them, you may read, Come Love Me, in 
the pleaſantneſs of their looks, in the neat- 
neſs of their dreſs, in the diſcretion of their 
words, in the obligeingneſs of their carriage 


and deportment; but they are no ſooner 


married, but they grow as remiſs and care- 
leſs in their endeavours to pleaſe their Huſ- 
bands, as before they were zealous in art- 
ing their charms : Now their pleaſant ſmiles 
are turned into frowns,the neatneſs of their 


JS dreſs into ſluttery z She who opened her 
mouth with wiſdom, in whoſe tongue was 
the Law of kindneſs, now ſpeaks unadvi- 
ſedly with her lips, 13 carries herſelf ſo 
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[18] | 
diſreſpectful towards her Husband, as if 
ſhe ſtudied how to diſoblige him, and to 
alienate his affections from her, by which 
means many timesWomen make themſelves 
to become the Wives of Madmen and Sots: 
whereas, had they been as careful after 
Marriage to have pleaſed their Husbands, 
as they were before, they might have made 
their Husbands happy, and themſelves too; 
and had they had that conjugal Love which 
they ought to have had, they would have 


done it ; for Love is an affection that will 


render perſons active and diligent to con- 


tent and pleaſe thoſe who are beloved by 


them; and when the Wife has ſo much 
Love for her new Husband, as to make her 
careful to oblige, and fearful to offend him, 
in proceſs of time ſhe will ſo engage his 
affections to her, as that ſhe may defie the 


world to alienate them from her. When 
two boards are firſt glued together, a ſmall 


matter will looſen them, but if carefully 


look'd to till they are well faſtned, and the 


glue be hardned, 'twill not be an eaſie mat - 
ter to disjoint or ſever them. 


Secondly, Married Women, in order to 
Pleaſe their Husbands, ought to Honour 
them. The Perſian Ladies have the reſem- 
| blance of a Foot worn on the top of their} 
Coronets, in token that the height of their} 
Glory Top-knot and all does ſtoop to ' their} 
Husbands Feet, And here the Honour 
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which is due from the Wife to the Huſ- 


band, is, either, 
Firſt, Tnternal. Or, 
Secondly, External. 

Firſt, Internal. And this is when ſhe 
cheriſheth an high eſteem of him in her 
mind, when ſhe thinks of him, as one 
whom God hath appointed and ordained 
to be her Superior and Head ; the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. xi. 7. calls the Woman the Glory of 
the Man, and that too, as one thinks for 
this reaſon, becauſe tis an high Honour to 
him, that ſo excellent a Creature as a Wo- 
man is ſhould be his inferiour; ſurely then 
a Woman that harboureth mean and con- 
temptuous thoughts of her Husband, is her 
Husband's ſhame and diſgrace; and tho? 
Women may think that their thoughts are 
free, that they are at liberty to think as 
they pleaſe, yet let them know, that the 
heart-ſearching God takes cognizance of 
their thoughts, and is very much diſpleaſed 
when he finds any to be ſuch as are beneath 
the dignity and excellency of the Husband : 
If Michal deſpiſeth David in her heart, 
God makes his curſe to fall upon her, 'and 
though ſhe diſhonour her Husband ſecretly 
in her thought, God makes her a publick 
example of his diſpleaſure, by puniſhing her 
with barrenneſs, which in thoſe days made 
a Woman very contemptible; and there- 
fore you find that when Elzzgbeth had 
Ee brought 


very ſervants that attend them; nay, it 


3 1 
brought forth a Child, ſhe triumphs in it, 
and ſays, God hath taken away my reproach, 
Lake i. 25. for which ſome give this reaſon, 
The Meſſias being promiſed to come of the 
race of the Fews, every teeming Woman 
had the hopes of being the parent or pro- 
parent at leaſt of him. But there is, 
Secondly, External Honour, which is when 
that high eſteem which the Woman hath 
of her Husband is expreſſed or declared ei-. 
ther in words or actions, giving thoſe titles li. 
which may beſpeak the dignity and excel- Fn 
lency of his perſon ; ſo Sarah called her m 
Husband Lord, 1 Pet. iii. 6. and is com- fu 
mended for it, as being a fit pattern for 
other Women to imitate. Tis a cuſtom 
more common than comely for Women to 
call their Husbands by their chriſtian names, 
as our Fohn, and ou Thomas,&c. as if they 
eſteemed them at no higher a rate than their | 


may be they will call them by reproachful 
names, ſuch as Fool, Sloven, Clown, Sot, 8c. 
and what they have to ſay for their vindi- WW: 
cation I know not, but if words are thoughts 
Interpreters, we may ſhrewdly gueſs what | 
it is they aim at: Thoſe Women that wil! 
not condeſcend to give their Husbands the 
title of Lord or Maſter, it is to be feared, 
will not ſcruple in a little time to uſurp 
that authority which that title doth imply; 
and the Husband may quickly PE 3 
wnat 


t, what it is to be under the diſcipline of the 
h, | Apron: The Woman alſo is oblig'd to Ho- 
n, | nour her Husband by her actions; her de- 
he | portment and carriage in all that ſhe doth 
an | ſhould be ſuch, as may evidence the ho- 
-0- nourable opinion ſhe has of him as her 
Lord and Head; and truly this will much 
en || facilitate the performance of the next Duty 
th | you are bound to, which is 
ei- Thirdly, To Obey them. And however 
les light Women may make of this, yet I know 
el- not of any Duty belonging to Men or Wo- 
1er men, in the whole Book of God, that is 
m- {urged with more vehemency,or preſs'd with 
ſtronger or more cogent reaſons than this 
is. Subjection and Obedience to their Huſ- 


to bands is required from their Wives as ab- 
es, Wolutely and peremptorily as unto Chriſt - 
ey Wiumſelf, Eph. 5. 22. Wives ſubmit yourſelves 
eir Wo your own Husbands, as unto the Lord, and 
it is extended to all the Husbands commands, 
ful Werſe 24. Therefore as the Church is ſubject 
&c, nto Chriſt, ſo let the Wives be to their own 


bands in every thing. 

0j. But what if an Husband commands 
Ihe Wife to do that which is ſinful ? 

vil! A4nfw. By every thing in the Text is meant 
the Ill that comes within the compaſs of his 
ed, uthority to command; and certainly God 
ever gave to any Man authority to com- 
Wand that which is contradictory to his 
un Law, excepting this, or the * 
lity 
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lity of the thing commanded to be done; 

both God and Nature hath given the Huſ- 

band authority to command, and the Wife 
is bound to obey, however unneceſſary and 

. unfit ſhe may think it to be, otherwiſe, ſays 


Biſhop Hopkens, When the Apoſtle command. 
Wives to be ſubſect to their Husbands in every 
thing, it would ſigniſie no more than in every ll * 
WE thing which they think fit. And this certain- 
1 4 ly is no greater a ſubjection than every Hul- 

1 band will readily yield to his Wife, and 
falls infinitely ſhort of the Apoſtle's intent, 
who requires the ſubjection of the Wife to 
the Husband in every thing, as the church 
is ſubject unto Chriſt, which certainly is 
not in every thing ſhe thinks fit, neither 
ought ſhe to take upon her to judge or re- 
Jet his Laws, but to fulfil them; and tho 
this Duty may ſeem on the firſt view to be 
difficult, yet in conjunction with the two 
former it will become eaſie and pleaſant 
Love your Husbands as you ought, anc 
you Will not refuſe to Honour them; 1 

vou Love and Honour them, you will not 
ſcruple to Obey them; and if you Love 

Honour and Obey them, you will then de 
what becomes good Wives, and indeed 
what is, or ſhould be, at leaſt, ſuſſicient ti 
pleaſe your Husbands; and therefore for 
concluſion of what I have to ſay to yol 
married Women, let this be your Motto 

and let it be woyen with threads of Gal 
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in the ornaments of your head, viz. LOVE, 
je; | HONOUR and OBEY, and carry it 
af. || accordingly in your practices towards your 
ife | Husbands, and I am perſwaded that you'll 
nd find as great a ſcarcity of bad Husbands 
ays Then, as there is of good Wives now. 

III. I come now in the third place to 
the Improvement of this Doctrine, which 


that too both to the Married and Unmarried. 
Firſt, To you that are Single and Un- 
married. You may from this Doctrine learn 
how great a friend Religion is to the com- 
fort and happineſs of Man in this Life, in 
the inſtitution whereof God hath not only 
wiſely conſulted the intereſt of his own ho- 
nour and glory, but hath graciouſly .conde- 
ſcended to adapt its precepts to the comfort 
and happineſs of Man in every ſtate and 
condition of life: you are now ſingle, but 
it may be you have deſigns of altering your 
condition by Marriage, and if you do, God 
hath given ſuch Laws for your Wife to ob- 
ſerve, as will, if duly regarded, make her 
an help meet for you, and ſuch a Wife. it 
behoves you to chuſe, if ever you would 
be happy in that ſtate: if you marry a 
J carnal and graceleſs Wife, void of the fear 
of God, ſhe will perhaps ſcoff at all that I 
Whave ſaid, and will be careful for nothing 
but to pleaſe herſelf, and gratifie her own 
wild and extravagant inclination ; but if 
| you 


invites me to apply my ſelf to you Men, and 


e 
you märry in the Lord, that is, if you 


lives in an habitual obedience to his com. 
mands, ſhe will make conſcience of Loving, 
Honouring and Obeying you, and be extra- 
ordinary careful to pleaſe you in all things. 
Secondly, To you who are Married. You 
have heard how great an obligation is laid 
on your Wives to Love, Honour and Obey 


you, and to endeavour to pleaſe you in all 


things, remember that their Duty is hard, 
the frailty of that Sex is great, and there. 
fore beware of making their task more dif- 
ficult than neceſſity does require, or than 
their nature will bear, tho tis true they 
are in ſubjection, yet ſtill remember they 
are part of yourſelves; and therefore let 
your Authority be united with Love: As 
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marry a Wife that truly fears God, and 5 
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your Love muſt be governing Love, ſo let 


your commands be loving commands. In 
the ſame chapter where the Wife is com- 
manded to be ſubject to her Husband, as 
the Church is to Chriſt, the Husband alſo 
is commanded to love his Wife as Chriſt 
loved the Church; which one will have to 
be expreſſed in theſe four particulars 1 
1. By bearing with and pardoning heriweakneſs. 
2. By being willing to ſubmit to many inconveniencies 
for her ſake. — wy: 

3. By interpoſing your ſelf betwixt her and dangers. 

4. By endeavouring to promote her ſpirttual good and 
elo Ta 5 Grin ot 
But I muſt here forbear ealireement, leaſt: that 
by over-lading the memories of the Women, I ſhould 
| cauſe them to forget that Duty which has been ſet 
before them, FINIS. 
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